legislation that attempts to achieve a better balance of < environmental interests, especially in the area of water i protect ion r includes the following acts: the National En1 Protection Act/ the Coastal Zone Management Act, the Safe Water Act, the Resources Recovery and Conservation Act, tl Mining Act, and the Clean Water Act. Although some of th more explicit than others regarding ground water, they ar< concern at the federal level for managing both ground wat water. Traditionally, however, ground-water management a: has been a state and local responsibility, because of the nature of the ground-water resource and its use.
Water resource managers whether on the state or feder frequently overlooked ground water as an integral element systems. Extensive alteration in the supply or quality o water, especially in conjunction with limited surface sup lead to severe economic or other social disruptions that alleviated by resources at the state or local levels. On hand, ground water appropriately managed is an important drought-resisting component in the total water supply. M disruptions can be averted by using stored ground water a for surface water during a drought period (Bennett 1979). because changes in the natural regime of surface water o generally affect each other, it is appropriate to treat t resources.
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Washington, D.C.s make owners liable for damages to other water users to a limited extent but often fail to recognize the close relationship between surface water and ground water.
